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SUBJECT: MORE PRIESTS ABDUCTED, FOUND MURDERED 
REE: BUENOS AIRES 4617 

1. TWO PRIESTS, ONE ERENCH, THE OTHER ARGENTINE, WERE EOUND 
SHOT TO DEATH IN LA RIOJA YESTERDAY (JULY 21). THEY HAD BEEN 
ABDUCTED SUNDAY NIGHT (JULY 18) EROM A CONVENT NEAR THEIR 
CHURCH BY TWO MEN IN AN UNMARKED CAR WHO CLAIMED THEY WERE 
BRINGING THE PRIESTS "DOWNTOWN TO TESTIFY ABOUT SOME PRISONERS." 
IN AN OFEICIAL STATEMENT, THE INTERIOR MINISTRY CONDEMNED THE 
MURDERS OE THE TWO PRIESTS AND THAT OE THE EIVE PALLOTTINE 
CHURCHMEN IN BUENOS AIRES TWO WEEKS AGO AND ORDERED A EULL 
INVESTIGATION. 

2. COMMENT. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH REACTED CAUTIOUSLY TO THE 
PALLOTTINE MASS MURDER TWO WEEKS AGO, RESTRAINING AT LEAST 
ITS PUBLIC STATEMENTS TO GENERAL CONDEMNATIONS OF VIOLENCE 
(REETEL). THIS LATEST ABDUCTION AND KILLING, IN THE NOW 
WELL-KNOWN STYLE OF MASQUERADING "SECURITY FORCES," 

MAY WELL PUSH THE CHURCH TO A STRONGER, MORE OPEN CRITICISM 
OF GOA. 
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